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 A MESSAGE FROM THE CEO OF ACHIEVE
As I reflect back on 2015 and all that we have accomplished at ACHIEVE, I am 
thankful for all of the dedicated staff we have who work tirelessly each day to help 
the individuals and families we serve.  THANK YOU!  It is a privilege to work with 
them and see the passion they have in helping to make the lives of the individuals 
and families we support better.

2015 evidenced several successful initiatives at the agency:  completion of our 
Council on Quality Leadership site visit and achievement of successful accreditation; 
a successful membership campaign resulting in more than 1,500 members, 
thereby allowing ACHIEVE to have further representation on the NYSARC Board of 
Governors; and the sponsorship of three key fundraising 
and social events including our Pin Crushing Bowling 
Tournament, now the Bob Warner Pin Crushing Classic, 
our Savor the Summer Event, and our Annual Dinner 
Dance and Membership Meeting – all which exceeded our 
financial expectations!  

We were privileged to have had both Laura Kennedy, 
President, NYSARC Board of Governors, and Steve Kroll, 
Executive Director, NYSARC, Inc., visit and tour our 
agency.  Having our state leadership learn of the specific 
concerns of our chapter helps us in our advocacy efforts in 
working with legislators and other state representatives on 
important initiatives such as work center transformation, 
increased wages for our direct support professionals, and 
budget issues that have an impact on our services.

As we begin a new year, I am optimistic that with fresh 
perspective we will turn challenges into opportunities to 
strengthen our agency and better serve the individuals 
and families we support.

I wish each of you a very healthy and happy New Year!

Warm regards,

Mary Jo Thorn 
Chief Executive Officer

Laura Kennedy 
President, NYSARC Board of Governors

Steve Kroll 
Executive Director, NYSARC, Inc.
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ACHIEVE Opens New Residence
Written by Lisa Whittney, MSW, VP

ACHIEVE’s brand new Wallace Road IRA successfully opened 
its doors to the first resident on August 18th. The house was 
fully occupied within a couple of weeks. An Open House was 
held on October 28th to officially introduce the residents 
and staff to the neighborhood. This opening proved to be a 
great success and is a shining example of the mission of our 
organization. Two individuals who had been institutionalized 
for most of their lives now live in their own home where they 
can be active and engaged members of the larger community. 
For them, and their families, we have made hope palpable. 

ACHIEVE Staff Member  
Receives NYSADSP Leadership Award
Written by Linda Riggs, Day Habilitation Director

ACHIEVE Day Habilitation 
Specialist, Lee Gaynor, i s 
the proud recipient of t h i s 
year’s NYSADSP (New 
York State Association of 
Day Service Providers) 
Leadership Award! Lee 
accepted this prestigious 
award from NYSADSP 
President, Bruce Drake, a t 
the Annual Symposium 
in Saratoga Springs i n 
November!   This is a 
wonderful honor for Lee a n d 
we are proud to have him 
as a member of ACHIEVE’s 
Day Habilitation team!

In Memory of
JAMES RAAB

2016 Annual Appeal
“The strongest principle of growth 
lies in human choice” – George Eliot
Here at ACHIEVE we believe that each person should have the 
opportunity to choose how to live their own life. Too often, people 
with intellectual, developmental and other disabilities have their 
basic rights removed because of others assumptions about what is 
best for them.  

A few short months ago ACHIEVE was awarded Council on Quality 
and Leadership accreditation. This prestigious accreditation sets us 
apart from other organizations as we are recognized for our efforts 
to promote person centered planning and excellence in services. 
Through these efforts, we provided programs and services that 
offered choice and opportunities to more than 1,800 individuals and 
their families in 2015, all centered around ACHIEVE’s mission: 

As a Chapter of NYSARC, Inc. it is the mission of ACHIEVE to advocate for an 
enhanced quality of life through skill advancement, inclusion, integration, 
and independence of persons with intellectual, developmental and other 
disabilities through services provided in Broome and Tioga Counties. 

Your choice to give to ACHIEVE is an important one. This year, when 
you choose to give to ACHIEVE, you will be helping to fund non-
Medicaid funded programs such as Party Night and our Children’s 
Summer Program. In addition, you will also be helping to fund vital 
projects that need to be completed to ensure the continued health 
and safety of the individuals in our care. 

Your choice to give to ACHIEVE is a choice that we don’t take for 
granted, and a choice that we know you don’t have to make. From 
our family to yours, we wish you a healthy and happy 2016!

Thank you for your support!

ACHIEVE’s Supported 
Employment Program 
would like to recognize 
Bob Marean, who just 
celebrated his 20th 
anniversary working 
for Barnes & Noble at 
Binghamton University! 

Congratulations Bob!

Pictured left to right: Bruce Drake, Lee Gaynor, Linda Riggs

Written by Oral Marriott, Residence Manager

James Raab worked as an overnight staff at 
ACHIEVE’s Clarkson Drive IRA for many years. 
He consistently sought to better the lives of the 
residents he served.  James was a quiet individual 
but had a big presence. He showed up to work rain or 
shine, good weather or bad. He was always pleasant and 
enjoyed doing his job. A funny story about James; he was a 
dedicated staff member and refused to take any personal time. 
When James did not notice his name on the schedule for the 
week, he spent it on a road trip with his daughter and had a 
great time. James came back with a smiling face, and memories 
to share. James will be missed but not forgotten. 
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In Memory of
LINDA WATERS
August 17, 1943 – Octocer 22, 2015
Written by Lee Gaynor & Nichole Scholaro

Binghamton University 
Students Crowdfund 
iPads for ACHIEVE’s Day 
Habilitation Program
Written by Bob Brazill, Development Officer

ACHIEVE’s Development Officer, Bob Brazill, and students 
from Binghamton University’s Human Development Program 
collaborated in fundraising $1,500  to provide iPads for ACHIEVE’s 
Day Habilitation Program. Over the course of the Fall semester, 
nine undergraduate students initiated a crowdfunding campaign 
to benefit ACHIEVE and the individuals that we serve.

Crowdfunding is a type of online fundraising that solicits 
multiple small donations over a predetermined period of time.  
The students placed a goal of $1,500 to be raised in 20 days.  By 
utilizing their social networks and campus resources, they were 
able to reach their goal!  

The students proved to be a tremendous team of fundraisers.  
Their project was entitled “Slide to Unlock”.  After interviewing 
ACHIEVE Speech Therapist, John Adams, they created a narrative 
for the project and posted it on the crowdfunding website. In 
addition, the group produced an excellent video that detailed the 
need for iPads and the success that John has achieved through 
using them as an assistive device for communication. The video 
was posted on their social network pages and linked to the project 
website. The project yielded donations from $1 to $157 from 48 
total contributors. The funds will be distributed to ACHIEVE’s Day 
Habilitation program to purchase iPads for speech therapy.

DAY OF CARING

Volunteers assist ACHIEVE during the 2015 United Way’s Day of Caring.

On behalf of the ACHIEVE Board of Directors, employees, 
and individuals served by the organization, we would like to 
extend our deepest thanks and appreciation to the companies 
and their wonderful employees who assisted on various 
projects for our agency as part of the United Way’s Day of 
Caring on September 11th! The volunteerism and generosity 
shown to our agency by so many of you in our community is 
truly overwhelming!

Linda became an ACHIEVE family 
member in 2010. She was full of 
excitement and melted everyone hearts 
that she met. Linda was strong willed 
and independent. Linda taught many 
that no matter what life throws at you 
it’s not impossible to overcome. She 
loved to blow kisses and had a smile 
that was as bright as the sun.

I know that Linda is probably looking 
down with that great big smile on her 
face.  I asked the guys in the core room 
what they will miss the most about 
Linda. Judy said she will miss Linda’s laugh and her bright smile. 
Karen said she will miss every morning when she came into work 
and Linda was there with a big smile on her face waiting to greet 
her.  Jeannine said she will miss going for haircuts with Linda and 
she will miss her laugh. I think my next favorite memory of Linda 
was her singing. She loved to serenade all of us at the end of the 
day. I think we all miss that.

I asked Andrew what he would miss most about Linda and I think 
he got it right. He said simply, he will miss having her here. In core 
room ten we are our own little family and a piece of that is now 
missing. The room is quieter now with a little less energy.

She will be dearly missed by all. Forever always in our hearts.
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Employment Opportunities at 

ACHIEVE

If you are  
interested in a career  

with ACHIEVE, call us at  
607-723-8361 or go to our  

website to learn more and to  
complete an application. 

www.achieveny.org

ACHIEVE  
is a committed  

equal opportunity  
employer.

 Are you ready for new challenges and new 
opportunities?

 Are you compassionate, caring, and motivated?

 Are you interested in making a difference in our 
community?

 Would you like to work for a company that can offer 
you opportunities for growth and advancement? 

Then consider joining  
our team at ACHIEVE!

We provide excellent full-time employee  
benefits, including:

• Health / Dental / Vision Insurance
• 401(k) Plan
• Employer-paid Life Insurance
• Paid Time Off Package
• Tuition Assistance

ACHIEVE offers a variety  
of direct support and  

professional positions.  
On-site programming,  
residential, and  
community work  
settings are available.   
If you enjoy working  

with people and helping  
your community, we  

want to talk with you  
about great career  

opportunities.  

ACHIEVE Hosts Grand 
Prize Barbeque
ACHIEVE hosted its annual Pin Crushing Bowling 
Tournament (now known as the Bob Warner Pin 
Crushing Classic) in March 2015 at Midway Lanes 
in Vestal. As part of the tournament festivities, 
ACHIEVE former Board Member, Julie Erb, and 
her husband, Trevor, were chosen as the Grand 
Prize Winners — the recipients of a Propane Gas 
Grill generously donated by Warner’s Gas Service. 
In addition to the grill, they received a picnic 
package for 30 of their friends. 

The Erb’s hosted the picnic on July 31st at their home in Endicott.  Assemblyman Clifford Crouch served as master of the grill, cooking for 
Julie and Trevor and their guests. Laurie Gialanella from Assemblyman Clifford Crouch’s Office and Debbie Howard from Assemblyman 
Chris Friend’s Office were also in attendance to help with the hosting duties. ACHIEVE would like to thank everyone involved for their 
support of this great event each and every year!

Assemblyman Clifford Crouch serves as master of 
the grill.

Grand Prize Winners, Julie and Trevor Erb, pose for a photo with Assemblyman 
Clifford Crouch and their new grill at the Barbeque!

Myron Gregory was a Director and 
officer of the Chapter for many 
years.  He served both as president 
and Treasurer during the period 
that ACHIEVE was growing rapidly 
with respect to both programs and 
facilities.  The Cutler Pond workshop 
and day treatment additions were opened during his tenure on the Board.  

Myron was a career employee of New York State Electric & Gas Corporation.  His boss, 
Wells Allen, a former President of both the Chapter and NYSEG, encouraged him to 
become involved back in the 1970’s.  Myron had a talent for organization and details 
and performed valuable service as Treasurer when the Chapter’s financial affairs were 
expanding and becoming complex.  Myron’s son, Michael, resides in our residential 
program and has participated in the workshop for many years.  Myron and his wife 
Mary Jane always encouraged Michael to be as independent as he could be and 
worked to ensure the support he needed was there.

Myron’s contributions to the success and growth of ACHIEVE were great and made 
with no thought of recognition or honors.  He deserves both and to be remembered 
for all that he did for our organization.

Jim Hayes, Esq. 
ACHIEVE Board of Directors

As Agency Treasurer, Myron Gregory was a mentor to me when I first joined the Board 
of Directors.  He helped me immensely to understand the various programs in which 
the Agency was involved.  He was a very bright man; an incredibly kind, generous and 
compassionate soul – a joy to work with!  He had the trust and confidence of everyone 
he worked with on our Board.  We were all saddened by the news of passing.  It is an 
end of an era in the history of Achieve.  Myron will be sorely missed, as we reflect on 
his life and the huge impact he had on ACHIEVE.

Daniel K. Ballard 
Treasurer, ACHIEVE Board of Directors

In  
Memory of
MYRON GREGORY
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Bill Kelly came to live at Riverside Drive IRA in 
2011. He knew some of the individuals living in 
the IRA because he worked at CVI Lester Avenue. 
This helped make his adjustment easier. He soon 
found his place and became a positive member of the 
household.

Bill loved the ladies. He would pick a specific female staff 
to pour out his attention on. Bill would joke with the staff 
by pointing to his ring finger then point the staff he liked. 

He took pride in showing everyone pictures of his family. 
He loved visiting with his brother and sister-in-law in 
Florida as well as New Jersey when they visited there. Last 
year he was able to go to Disney World with his family. 
He had the time of his life. He beamed for months after 
whenever he shared about the trip. 

Bill loved Batman and Spiderman. He had a Batman 
watch that he was very proud of.

Bill enjoyed westerns. He loved Oreos and Sprite and took 
three Oreos a day to work, no more and no less. It had to 
be three. 

Bill is greatly missed by the Riverside Drive staff and 
residents. He will always hold a special place in our hearts.

In Memory of
BILL KELLY

Planned Giving 
Every year, more donors are discovering the benefits 
of supporting the ACHIEVE Foundation through their 
estate plans.  These planned gifts are the cornerstones 
of our foundation and support the programs and 
services of ACHIEVE.

Ways to make a gift to the ACHIEVE Foundation:
• Bequest
• IRA

• Stock and Securities
• Real Estate

For more information regarding Planned Giving at 
ACHIEVE, please contact:

Bob Brazill, Development Officer
(607)231-5262  •  bbrazill@achieveny.org
125 Cutler Pond Road  •  Binghamton, NY 13905

ACHIEVE Celebrates NYSID Works!
Written by Bob Brazill, Development Officer

On September 17th, ACHIEVE staff and individuals 
participated in New York State Industries for the 
Disabled’s (NYSID) community celebration event, 
NYSID Works!  NYSID Works! served as a way for 
ACHIEVE to say “thank you” to our community 
through working on a beautification project at 
Binghamton’s Recreation Park.  ACHIEVE helped 
beautify the park and cleaned the carousel horses 
for the end of the season.  

ACHIEVE was joined by Assemblyman Clifford 
Crouch, Chris Whalen from Assemblywoman 
Lupardo’s office and Kevin McCabe from Governor 
Cuomo’s office.  The day also featured a planning 
announcement from Jen O’Brien and the OurSpace 
project.

Additionally, CVI Employee, Trisha Peters, was 
announced as the 2015 recipient of the William B. Joslin Outstanding Performance 
Award. This award recognizes the personal and professional growth achievements of 
New Yorkers with disabilities.

CVI and NYSID staff work together to beautify Recreation Park. Pictured from left to right, Trisha Peters, Lori Bailey, Jordan 
Sheiman, Kristen Williams, Tom Occhiogrosso, James Swain, Robyn Callaway, and Todd Igler. 

CVI Employee Jordan Sheiman, helps clean the 
carousel at Recreation Park. 

Pictured from left to right, David Markie, VP CVI and Facility Operations; Chris 
Whalen, representing Assemblywoman Donna Lupardo; Tom Singe, representing 
Bates Troy (a NYSID preferred source contract business); Assemblyman Clifford 
Crouch; and Kevin McCabe, representing Governor Cuomo.

CVI Employee, Kristen Williams, helps clean the 
carousel at Recreation Park. 
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1st Thai Basil Restaurant
29 Washington Avenue
Endicott, NY 13760
607-484-0188
1stthaibasil.com 

Anthony Road Wine Company
1020 Anthony Road
Penn Yan, NY 14527
315-536-2182
anthonyroadwine.com

Bet the Farm Winery & 
Gourmet Market
381 Main Street
Aurora, NY 13026
315-294-5643
betthefarmny.com

Binghamton Brewing Co
15 Avenue B
Johnson City, NY 13790
607-238-3448
bingbrew.com

Binghamton University 
Dining Services by Sodexo
4400 Vestal Parkway East
Binghamton, NY 13902
607-777-2925
budining.com 

Black Bear Winery
248 County Road 1
Chenango Forks, NY 13746
607-656-9863
blackbearwinery.com

Crystal City Olive Oil
189 Front Street
Owego, NY 13827
607-687-8076
crystalcityoliveoil.com

DoubleTree Bistro
225 Water Street
Binghamton, NY 13901
607-722-7575
doubletree3.hilton.com

The FarmHouse Brewery
14 George Street
Owego, NY 13827
607-227-0638
thefarmhousebrewery.com

Feliz Wine and Tapas 
Restaurant
1304 Monroe Street
Endicott, New York 13760
607-757-9977
felizwineandtapas.com    

Food & Fire 
560 Harry L Drive
Johnson City, NY 13790
607-296-0010
foodfirebbq.com

Galaxy Brewing Company
41 Court Street
Binghamton, NY 13901
607-217-7074
galaxybrewingco.com

Giblin’s Irish Pub
256 Main Street
Johnson City, NY 13790
607-798-1965
facebook.com/pages/Giblins-Irish-
Pub/194733648311

Glenora Wine Cellars
5435 State Route 14
Dundee, NY 14837
607-243-9500
glenora.com 

Hazlitt 1852 Vineyards
5712 New York 414
Hector, NY 14841
607-546-9463
hazlitt1852.com 

Hermann J. Wiemer Vineyard
3962 Route 14
Dundee, NY 14837
607-243-7971
wiemer.com 

Irish Kevins
47 Riverside Drive
Johnson City, NY 13790
607-237-0188
facebook.com/ 
irishkevinsbinghamton  

Little Venice Restaurant
111 Chenango Street
Binghamton, NY 13901
607-724-2513
littlevenicerestaurant.com 

The McKinley
29 McKinley Avenue
Endicott, NY 13760
607-775-4349
mckinleycatering.com

Nirchi’s Restaurant on the 
Avenue
215 Washington Avenue
Endicott, NY 13760
607-484-1604
nirchisontheavenue.com 

The North Brewery
110 Washington Avenue
Endicott, NY 13760
607-785-0524
northbrewery.com

Number 5 Restaurant
33 South Washington Street
Binghamton, NY 13903
607-723-0555
number5restaurant.com 

Pleasant Valley Wine 
Company
8260 Pleasant Valley Road
Hammondsport, NY 14840
607-569-6111
pleasantvalleywine.com 

P.S. Restaurant
100 Rano Boulevard, Suite 8
Vestal, NY 13850
607-770-0056
psrestaurant.com 

Remlik’s Grille & Oyster Bar
31 Lewis Street
Binghamton, NY 13901
607-217-4513
remliks.com

South City Publick House
1200 Vestal Avenue
Binghamton, NY 13903
607-723-1403
southcitypublickhouse.com

Spiedie & Rib Pit Catering
1268 Upper Front Street
Binghamton, NY 13901
607-722-7628
spiedieandribpit.com 

Standing Stone Vineyards
9934 State Route 414
Hector, NY 14841
607-582-6051
standingstonewines.com

Tony’s Italian Grill 
2315 East Main Street
Endicott, NY 13760
607-785-0127 
tonysitaliangrill.com  

Wagner Vineyards
9322 State Route 414
Lodi, NY 14860
607-582-6450
wagnervineyards.com

Sixth Annual Savor the Summer
ACHIEVE’s Agency and Foundation Boards of Directors would like to thank everyone 

who came out on Thursday, September 3rd as we savored the last days of summer 
with local wine, craft beer, and gourmet fare at the Sixth Annual Savor the 

Summer! A special thank you to Frank Vieira for providing the entertainment 
for the event, and to all of the Participating Establishments and 

Corporate Sponsors!

Thank You
to our 2015 Participating  

Establishments!
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THANK YOU to our  
2015 Corporate Sponsors!

Entertainment and Arts Sponsors
Brown & Brown Insurance
Columbian Financial Group
 
Program Sponsor
GHS Federal Credit Union
 
Ticket Sponsor
Omnicare Pharmacy Services
 
Table Sponsors
Battisti & Garzo
BOCES
Chemung Canal Trust Company
Contemporary Personnel Staffing
Evolution Consulting
Harding Brooks
Hinman, Howard & Kattell
Lachman & Gorton
Lesko Financial Services
M&T Bank
The Medicine Shoppe Pharmacy
RVSA
Sanico
Tioga Downs Casino 

Students from 
Broome-Tioga 
BOCES built and 
donated 15 benches 
to ACHIEVE’s 
Residential and 
Day Habilitation 
Programs. ACHIEVE 
would like to thank 
them for their hard 
work and support!

 CONGRATULATIONS TO JULYE BUSH 
Winner of the Fourth Annual  

Photography Contest!
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A Big THANK YOU  to ALL  of  Our Corporate Sponsors

Save the 
Dates!

Bob Warner  
Pin Crushing Classic
Saturday • March 19

Save the 
Dates!

62nd Annual  
Dinner Dance
Friday • June 3

7th Annual  
Savor the Summer
Thursday • September 1

2016 Events

For more information on these events,  
visit us at www.achieveny.org


