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A MESSAGE FROM THE CEO OF ACHIEVE
Everyone,

We hope this message finds you all enjoying the last half of our summer – or at least so 
it seems as we begin counting the days left between Independence Day and Labor Day.

When we think of summer, we often think of fun, lazy days, enjoying barbecues, family, 
sunshine (at least part of the time), and a pace that seems somewhat slower.

Not so here at ACHIEVE.

There are many changes occurring throughout our organization demanding a great 
deal of time and attention.

This year, we have embarked on a journey to work toward Council on Quality Leadership 
Accreditation. Grounded in over 40 years of leadership and peer-reviewed research, 
CQL Accreditation promotes excellence in person-centered services and supports that 
lead to increased qualities of life for the individuals we serve. Pursuing and receiving 
this accreditation is about continuous improvement in our organization. I want to thank 
all of our staff who have assisted us in reaching our goal. Our site visit was completed 
on July 17th and we are anxiously awaiting confirmation of our accreditation status.

In addition to this major initiative, ACHIEVE is participating in NYSARC’s “It Matters to 
Me Campaign” that will begin this summer and continue into fall. This is a statewide 
campaign which will engage all 48 NYSARC Chapters in a grassroots advocacy effort 
that will make the needs of our families and the individuals we support known through 
a series of public events hosted by chapters. These events will bring together families, 
individuals, staff, and others who will share their stores with policymakers, and the 
media to educate them on critical issues facing our field – such as changes in our 
employment centers, rate rationalization that will affect our programs and services, etc. 
- so that together we can advance our advocacy agenda.

Yes, we will continue to be busy this summer. We welcome your support of our 
organization and with regard to the initiatives on which we are embarking – as our 
common goal is to continue to meet and exceed the needs, wants, and desires of the 
people we support.

Enjoy your summer! And as always, thank you for your ongoing support.

Warm regards,

Mary Jo Thorn
Chief Executive Officer



ACHIeVe Board members and 
Staff Support the Greater 
Binghamton Chamber of 
Commerce
The Greater Binghamton Chamber of Commerce held its 
51st Annual Dinner and Meeting on Tuesday, May 12th 
at The Holiday Inn Binghamton. Several ACHIEVE Board 
Members and Staff attended the event in support of the 
Chamber.
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ACHIEVE Foundation 
Welcomes New Board 
Members
ACHIEVE would like to welcome Marcia Craner and Edgar Parsons III to the 
ACHIEVE Foundation Board of Directors. The ACHIEVE Foundation raises 
money to support special projects for ACHIEVE and an endowment – which 
provides long-term financial resources for the organization.

Marcia Craner has her BA in Art History and Communications, and her MA 
in Psychology and Women’s Studies, and is currently an Instructor for the 
College of Community and Public Affairs at Binghamton University, as well as 
President of Cameron and Associates. Marcia lives in Vestal with her husband 
and daughter. She has served on the board of directors for the Junior League, 
Roberson Museum, Edward L. Rose Conservancy, and Broome County Arts 
Council. Marcia brings endowment management, non-profit leadership, 
strategic planning, fundraising, and communications and marketing expertise 
to the board.

Edgar Parsons III graduated from St. Lawrence University and is currently a 
Relationship Manager for M&T Bank. He lives in Binghamton with his wife, 
Diane, and two daughters, Lauren and Kathryn. Edgar is the current Board 
Chair for the Broome County United Way and the current Board Chair for 
Family Planning of South Central New York. He brings more than 36 years 
of experience in the banking industry, as well as financial, investment, and 
community knowledge to the board.

Marcia and Edgar were voted in at the January 15, 2015 ACHIEVE Foundation 
Board Meeting held at ACHIEVE, 47 Riverside Drive in Johnson City, and began 
serving their terms at the April 16, 2015 Meeting.

ACHIEVE Broad Street 
Residents Go Fishing
Written by Vickie Burden, Residence Manager

Jeffery Packard and John Gaulke of the Finger Lakes Angling Zone show 
off the Fish they caught.

Michael Gregory and Jeffery Packard, residents of ACHIEVE’s 
Broad Street Residence, were accompanied by Matt Blazey, 
ACHIEVE Division Manager, on the Finger Lakes Angling 
Zone Charter fishing trip on Cayuga Lake in Ithaca. They 
thoroughly enjoyed this trip and caught several lake trout. 
Broad Street would like to thank Matt for giving them this 
opportunity, and will be inviting him over soon to enjoy a 
fish fry with the house! 

ACHIEVE invites you to participate in the  

Fourth Annual Photography Contest 
 
 

This year’s Photography Contest Theme is Summer Bonfires. 

Submit your name, contact information, and 
best photograph of a Summer Bonfire by no 
later than Friday, August 28th via email to 
Nicole  Leonard,  Community  Relations          
Coordinator,  at  nleonard@achieveny.org. 
Please send photographs in jpeg format and 
have them formatted to print to 8 x 11 in size. 

Photographs will be featured during the 
Sixth Annual Savor the Summer – an evening 
of local wine, craft beer, and gourmet fare on 
Thursday, September 3rd from 6:00 – 8:30pm 
at ACHIEVE’s Cutler Pond Road facility. Guests 
in attendance will vote for their favorite    
photograph throughout the evening. 

The photographer with the most votes at the end of the evening will receive $100 Cash and 
Two Tickets for the Seventh Annual Savor the Summer. In addition, the winning            
photograph will be featured on all print materials for the Seventh Annual Savor the       
Summer, as well as in ACHIEVE’s Fall 2015 Beacon Newsletter Publication, and on 
ACHIEVE’s website and Facebook page! 

For questions or additional information please contact Nicole Leonard at 607.231.5217.  

 
**By submitting your photograph, you are giving ACHIEVE authorization to use  

the photograph for all marketing and publicity purposes in the future**  

ACHIEVE * 125 Cutler Pond Road * Binghamton * NY * 13905 * 607.723.8361 * www.achieveny.org 

Pictured from left to right: (top) Dave Markie, VP Vocational and 
Facility Operations; Douglas Johnson, ACHIEVE Foundation Treasurer; 
Nicole Leonard, Community Relations Coordinator for ACHIEVE; Robyn 
Callaway, Sales and Marketing Manager for CVI; Dorollo Nixon, Jr., 
ACHIEVE Board of Directors; (bottom) Dennis Lange, Maintenance/
Operations Manager for ACHIEVE and CVI; John Stevens, ACHIEVE 
Foundation Chairperson; Mary Jo Thorn, ACHIEVE CEO; and Ellen 
Feldman, ACHIEVE Board President.



3

ACHIEVE  
Greenhouse Project
The ACHIEVE Day Habilitation Program was fortunate 
enough to have a volunteer assist with the Greenhouse 
Project at its Cutler Pond Road facility this year. Annabel 
Fair is serving for the first time through AmeriCorps, and 
is completing a total of 300 service hours with ACHIEVE 
throughout the Spring and Summer. Annabel has 
experience working in greenhouses from the time she was 
13 years old, in her hometown of Mannsville, New York. 
She is currently studying at Binghamton University, double 
majoring in Music and Geology. 

Annabel assists individuals in ACHIEVE’s Day Habilitation 
Program with working both in the greenhouse and in the 
raised bed gardens, accompanies a group to the Farmer’s 
Market each Wednesday at the Vestal Public Library to sell 
their plants and produce, and assists with a special project 
of making cat nip toys to distribute to the local pet shelters. 
ACHIEVE would like to thank Annabel for volunteering her 
time and talents, and wishes her the best of luck in all of her 
future endeavors!

ACHIEVE Embarks on 
CQL Accreditation and 
POMs Interviews
Written by Julye Bush, Director of Quality Improvement

In an effort to improve the quality of services and supports provided to 
individuals with intellectual and other developmental disabilities, ACHIEVE 
has embarked on an initiative which will culminate in Council on Quality and 
Leadership (CQL) Accreditation. A cornerstone of CQL is the Personal Outcome 
Measures (POMs) interviews. POMs is a powerful tool helping to deliver 
services that are defined by the individuals we support. POMs has been used 
by CQL and accredited agencies for decades and it has been an effective data 
set for reliable measurement of individual quality of life. 

POMs starts with the person’s own view of his or her life, defines what is 
important to the person, and offers objective determination of whether the 
person is getting what is personally important to them. Instead of looking at 
the quality of how services are being delivered, Personal Outcome Measures 
look at whether the services and supports are having the desired results or 
outcomes that matter to the person. 

In POMs, the focus is on the person and service action is based on the person’s 
criteria. Services and supports are designed for the person and expectations 
for performance are defined by the person. 

The Personal Outcome Measures contain 21 items that define quality from the 
individual’s perspective. These are the key indications and experiences that 
people and their families have said are most important to them. The Personal 
Outcome Measures are organized into the following factors:

• my Self —Who I am as a result of my unique heredity, life experiences 
and decisions. 

• my World—Where I work, live, socialize, belong, or connect. 

• my Dreams—How I want my life (self and world) to be. 

Trained POMs interviewers conduct an interview first with the person, then 
with someone who knows the person very well, i.e., parents, guardians, family 
members, service coordinators, staff, etc. Following the interviews, a scoring 
tool is completed which clearly identifies the areas that are most important 
to the person, what opportunities are present for growth and independence, 
and areas in which the agency can improve to better support people served 
by ACHIEVE. 

At this time, the agency has two CQL Certified Trainers/Interviewers and there 
have been three POMs courses offered at ACHIEVE and Jefferson ARC with 26 
ACHIEVE staff completing the course. Each time a POMs class is held, there are 
12 people served who are interviewed utilizing the POMs tool, along with 12 
interviews with people who know the person well. The information collected in 
these interviews is and will be utilized for enhanced person-centered planning. 

ACHIEVE is committed to offering the POMs training throughout the year in 
collaboration with Delaware ARC and Jefferson ARC. POMs training will be 
offered in July at Delaware ARC, September at ACHIEVE, October at Delaware 
ARC, and December at ACHIEVE. 

Annabel Fair, AmeriCorps Service Member, and Scott Nagle, ACHIEVE Day 
Habilitation Specialist, assist individuals in the Day Habilitation Program 
with potting plants in the greenhouse.

Join Us
As part of the Owego First Friday Art Walk,  

Participants of ACHIEVE’s Tioga Day Habilitation  
Program will display their works of art!

Friday August 7, 2015 • 5:00pm – 8:00pm 
Tioga Arts Council 

179 Front Street, Owego, New York 13827



The family of Carissa Acquisto-Ray gather for a photograph in front of the new Memorial Wall.

In  
Memory of  
Lannette Pancoast
Written by Eric Yetter, Day Habilitation and  
Guardianship Coordinator

Lannette was mother to 
Jamie, Lee, and Squeaker, 
and if you spent any 
time near her you knew 
how much she loved 
her family and adored 
her grandchildren. At 
ACHIEVE, she was a 
maternal figure as well. 
She was the kind of 
mother that you could 
come into her office and 
tell her anything you 
needed to. She was the 
kind of mother that gently reminded you the right way 
things should be done. She was the kind of mother that was 
unconditional with her caring. She was the kind of mother 
that you could joke with.

Lannette spent 25 years working for ACHIEVE. She rose 
through the ranks without any formal education, but with 
much determination. Lannette was a tireless advocate 
for the individuals that ACHIEVE serves. She ensured that 
individuals were respected and that their needs were always 
put first. She also ensured that these skills and values were 
instilled in the staff members that she worked with. Lannette 
gained the respect of co-workers by providing constructive 
advice and sharing her integrity with them.

Lannette liked to have fun. She will be remembered for her 
smile and her laughter, her lack of parking skills, her hoarding 
of writing utensils, and coming in early to “get work done” 
and be available to talk to staff. You could be around the 
corner and down the hall and still hear Lannette. Her Joy and 
excitement for life remains here with us at ACHIEVE. We will 
remember her for the care she provided for the people we 
serve, and the care she gave to us as co-workers and friends.

On Wednesday, May 20th, Program Participants and Staff from ACHIEVE’s 
Day Habilitation Program released balloons into the sky in memory of 
Lannette.

ACHIEVE Unveils
Memorial Wall

On Tuesday, February 17th, ACHIEVE held a dedication ceremony to unveil 
a Memorial Wall at its Cutler Pond Road facility. ACHIEVE employees and the 
families of John DeGaramo, Carissa Acquisto-Ray, Frank Rothmeyer and Don 
Wescott were invited to unveil brass likenesses of each individual. The wall, 
located in the front entrance way, serves as a remembrance and a thank you 
to our devoted employees who passed away while still employed by ACHIEVE.

ACHIEVE Planned Giving Program
Written by Bob Brazill, Development Officer

The ACHIEVE Foundation raises money to support the ACHIEVE trust, special 
projects and our endowment, which provides long-term financial resources for 
ACHIEVE. In recent months, the Development Office has implemented a focus 
on educating our families and members of the community on our Planned 
Giving Program, and has hosted a number of luncheons and breakfasts at our 
newly renovated Cutler Pond Road facility to generate awareness. 

Over the years ACHIEVE has benefitted from the generosity of our community 
to support our programs and facilities. These donations have done 
wonders to grow our programs and services to meet our current needs. The 
implementation of a more marketed planned giving program will provide 
a long-term foundation to support the organization and the individuals we 
serve for many years to come.

If you are interested in speaking with ACHIEVE about leaving a planned gift 
for the ACHIEVE Foundation, please contact Bob Brazill at (607)231-5262 or 
bbrazill@achieveny.org.
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Binghamton University Students Crowd-
fund Items for Physical Therapy Room
Written by Bob Brazill, Development Officer

ACHIEVE’s Development Office and Binghamton University’s 
Human Development Department collaborated in fundraising 
more than $1,400 to provide items for the physical therapy 
room in the Day Habilitation program at ACHIEVE’s Cutler 
Pond Road location. 

As part of their Spring Semester course work, a group of eight 
Binghamton University students, consisting of freshman and 
sophomores from Dr. Myra Sabir’s Human Development 100 
class, put together a crowdfunding project to benefit the 
organization. Crowdfunding is a type of online fundraising 
that solicits multiple small donations over a predetermined 
period of time.

The students were required to devote 15 hours of service to 
a nonprofit organization in the community, identify a need 
within the organization, and present a solution. While touring 
ACHIEVE, the students identified a need for new equipment 
for the physical therapy room in ACHIEVE’s Day Habilitation 
program. After consulting with ACHIEVE staff, the group set 
out to crowdfund, with an 18 day fundraising goal of $1,250. 

Donations throughout the crowdfunding campaign ranged 
from $2 to $350 from locations as far away as Dublin, Ireland! 
In the end, the group exceeded their fundraising goal by 
raising a total of $1,426 from a total of 37 funders, who were 
each personally thanked for their donation and had their 
names featured on the crowdfunding website.

This is the second time ACHIEVE has partnered with Dr. Sabir’s 
class for a successful project. The funds raised will be used 
to purchase items for the physical therapy room in the Day 
Habilitation program at ACHIEVE’s Cutler Pond location.

ACHIeVe participates in 
“NYSArC Gives Back” Campaign
In 1987, President Ronald Reagan declared March to be 
Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month. In honor of the 
celebratory month, ACHIEVE partnered with other agencies 
in New York State on the “NYSARC Gives Back” campaign. 
Throughout the month of March the ACHIEVE Day Habilitation 
Program collected non-perishable food donations to help 
support the Owego Open Door Mission. ACHIEVE would 
like to thank everyone who helped support this important 
initiative!

ACHIEVE’s Day Habilitation Program Core Room 9 collected the largest 
amount of food for the food drive!

Join Us for the Sixth 
Annual Savor the Summer

ACHIEVE’s Agency and Foundation Boards of Directors  
invite you to join us as we savor the last days of summer  

with local wine, craft beer, and gourmet fare at the 

Sixth Annual Savor the Summer
Thursday, September 3, 2015 • 6:00pm – 8:30pm

ACHIEVE 
125 Cutler Pond Road, Binghamton, New York 13905

$25 Members / $30 Non–Members

Entertainment
for the evening provided by 

Frank Vieira

Entertainment & Arts Sponsors

Featuring
Anthony Road Wine Company • Bet the Farm Winery & Gourmet Market

Binghamton University Dining Services by Sodexo • Black Bear Farm Winery
Crystal City Olive Oil • Feliz Wine and Tapas Restaurant

Galaxy Brewing Company • Giblin’s Irish Pub • Glenora Wine Cellars
Hazlitt 1852 Vineyards • Hermann J. Wiemer Vineyard • Irish Kevins

Little Venice Restaurant • Nirchi’s Restaurant on the Avenue
Number 5 Restaurant • Pleasant Valley Wine Company • P.S. Restaurant

Remlik’s Grille & Oyster Bar • South City Publick House
Standing Stone Vineyards • The McKinley • Tony’s Italian Grill

Wagner Vineyards • and more!

For questions or additional information please contact Nicole Leonard, Community 
Relations Coordinator at 607.231.5217 or via email at nleonard@achieveny.org.

Photograph by Nicole Leonard—2014 Photography Contest Winner
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ACHIEVE would like to say THANK YOU to everyone who attended 
the 61st Annual Dinner Dance featuring the 2015 Membership 
Meeting and Awards Banquet on Friday, June 5th at The McKinley! 375 
individuals came out in celebration for this wonderful event and it was 
truly a magical evening! 

ACHIEVE would like to congratulate this year’s award winners (featured 
at right).

We would also like to say thank you to our Sponsors for the evening: 

Red Carpet Sponsor
Brown & Brown Insurance

Entertainment Sponsor
Visions Federal Credit Union

Program Sponsor
Omnicare Pharmacy Services

Venue Sponsor
The McKinley at Huron Campus

Place Card Sponsors
Excellus BlueCross BlueShield

Carter and Jill King

New York State Industries for the Disabled

Table Sponsors
BOCES
Bryans & Gramuglia CPAs, LLC
Community Bank
Kelly and Don Eurillo
The Feldman Family
Friends of Assemblyman  

Clifford Crouch

J.D. Tool
Lachman & Gorton
Leasure, Gow, Munk & Rizzuto
The Phillips Family
Rockwell Collins
RVSA
John Stevens and Anne Catalano

And last, but certainly not least, ACHIEVE would like to  
recognize and congratulate the new slate of officers and newly 
elected board members who were voted in prior to dinner during the 
2014 Annual Membership Meeting: 

New Slate of Officers—
President: Ellen Feldman
1st Vice President: Dave Sebastianelli
2nd Vice President: Kelly Eurillo
Secretary: Nicki French
Treasurer: Daniel Ballard
Assistant Treasurer: Robert Salankiewicz

Officers: David Alamo, Lisa Dolphin, Colleen Friends, James Hayes, 
Esq., Dorollo Nixon, Jr., Esq., Carolyn Nytch, Mark Peretore, James 
Savage, Gary Shay, Kathy Sheehan, John Stevens, and Jamie Striley

Newly elected Board Members—
Mark Peretore has his BS in Accounting and Economics from the State 
University of New York at Albany. He is currently a Senior Accountant 
and Business Consultant for Peretore CPA, the Principal Owner of 
Bakers Tax Services, and CEO and Editor of Wildlife Management News 
LLC. He currently resides in Endicott and brings accounting, auditing, 
and business consulting expertise to the board.

Jamie Striley is a graduate of SUNY Broome and Binghamton University. 
Jamie is currently employed by Delta Engineers, Architects, and Land 
Surveyors as the Human Resources Director. He lives in Owego with 
his wife, Donna, and his children, Sidney and Adam. Jamie is a long 
time community volunteer, and is currently serving on the board 
of directors for the Tioga County Chamber of Commerce. He brings 
business, financial, and human resources expertise to the board.

61st AnnUAl DInnEr DAnCE
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Jeff Rhodes 
and Shalease 
Foster 
dance to the 
sounds of 
Brotherhood.

ACHIEVE 
Second Vice 
President, Kelly 
Eurillo, shares 
a dance with 
Matt Feldman.

Rebecca Barkley, Day Habilitation Specialist, poses for a photo 
with award winner, Steven Parker.

Samuel Colton, Residence Aide, poses for a photo with ACHIEVE 
program participant, Jim Maume.

Check out all of the great photographs from the event on our 
Flickr account: https://www.flickr.com/photos/achieveny



2015 CoMPAny of THE yEAR: 

2015 SUPPoRTEd WoRk 
EMPloyER of THE yEAR: 

ACHIEVE EMPloyEE lonGEVITy 
And loyAlTy AWARd:  

2015 PRoGRAM PARTICIPAnTS of THE yEAR:  

2015 ACHIEVE STAR PERfoRMERS: 

2015 EMPloyEE TEAM of THE yEAR:
rose Lane 

James Battle

2015 AChIEvE AwArd wInnErs

Linda Blend Bill english

Shawn Lichtenwalner Steven Parker Devon Woolfolk

 robyn Callaway Dawn Gonzalez Oral marriott

Lisa Cebula
mellisa ellis
Heaven Fink

Jacklyn Hannah

Carlena Hoover
Karrie morse

Tamara Osibote

Nikki Smith
Jennifer Shiner

Carly Tokos

red Lobster

Time Warner Cable

2015 CoMMUnITy  
SERVICE AWARd: 

margaret “Penny” French

Bernard Yerabek
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A  s p e c i a l  t h a n k  y o u  t o 
Assemblywoman Donna Lupardo 
and Mr. Emmanuel Priest, Director of 
Public Affairs for Senator Thomas W. 
Libous, for their support of ACHIEVE 
and for their assistance during the 
awards ceremony!



TALkING HANDS Perform for Final Time
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The Talking Hands presented Seussical Jr. as their final performance on 
Saturday, April 25th at Johnson City High School to an audience of 
more than 500 people. 

As you may know, the Talking Hands Program began 18 years ago 
when an ACHIEVE program participant approached his Vocational 
Rehabilitation Counselor, Penny French, and asked her to teach him 
and his peers sign language as a mechanism for communicating with 
peers who had hearing impairments. Penny indicated a willingness to 
do so, and the first sign language group formed with just eight people 
at ACHIEVE’s Lester Avenue Employment Center.

Over the years, the program grew to include more than 150 individuals, 
performing first at ACHIEVE’s Lester Avenue facility, then at New Life 
Ministries, and finally at Johnson City High School.

The Talking Hands Program meant a lot to the individuals that ACHIEVE 
serves and we’d like to recognize and thank the volunteers that have 
been with the group since the very beginning:

Theresa Avason
Ellenie Bontzolakes
Nancy Branston
Robb Campbell
Jenny Ceccherelli
Colleen Friends
Barb Kumiega

Kathy McLeary
LuAnn Morlando
Terri Rider
Beverly Savage
Sharon Smith
Amy Wilson

Lastly, we’d like to thank Penny French for her leadership and 
dedication to the Talking Hands Program over the past 18 years - this 
program truly would not have existed without her.

Talking Hands cast members get ready 
to perform for the final time. 



NYSARC, Inc. Trust Services Remainder Fund Grant
The Trustees of the NYSARC, Inc. Trust have approved a remainder 
fund grant of $8,000 per chapter to provide recreational opportunities 
for people they support. Last year ACHIEVE received a similar grant 
from NYSARC Trust Services to benefit its Party Night and Recreation 
Programs, and plans to use the funds in the same fashion this year. 
In addition, remainder fund grants totaling $1,466,000 were awarded 
to support NYSARC Guardianship Programs statewide. A total of 
$1,874,000 in remainder grants was awarded in 2015 to support 

Recreation and Guardianship statewide. NYSARC Trust Services 
administers supplemental needs trusts that enable people with 
disabilities to remain in their home and community while retaining 
Medicaid services and other government benefits. Information is 
available on how NYSARC Trust Services may benefit you: our website 
www.nysarctrustservices.org, phone 1-518-439-8323, toll free phone 
1-800-735-8924, or e-mail info@nysarctrustservices.org.

TALkING HANDS Celebrate with Cast Party

TALkING HANDS Perform for Final Time
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Talking Hands cast members, volunteers, and care providers came 
together on Sunday, June 14th for a final Cast Party at the Knights of 
Columbus in Binghamton. Terra Cotta Catering provided a delicious 
menu for the affair including pulled pork barbeque sliders, Swedish 

Talking Hands cast members, volunteers, and care providers celebrate together.

meatballs, mini quiche, shrimp scampi skewers, chicken 
Spiedie kabobs, pizza, and more. DJ John Adams provided the 
entertainment for the evening. Everyone had a great time and 
danced the night away in celebration! 

Check out all of the great photographs from the performance on 
our Flickr account: https://www.flickr.com/photos/achieveny
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Tournament Sponsors
Event Sponsors – 
M&T Bank
NYSEG

Alley Sponsor – 
Midway Lanes

Prize Sponsor – 
Warner’s Gas Service

Award Sponsor – 
House of Trophies

Team Sponsors – 
BOCES
Vestal Police Benevolent 

Association

Lunch Sponsor –
Nirchi’s Pizza

Banner Sponsors –
Coleman and Daniels Funeral 

Home
Miller Auto Team
Mirabito Energy Products
Newman Development Group
Peranich & Shelp Construction
Simmons-Rockwell Ford
Tioga State Bank

Lane Sponsors – 
Ahwaga Paint and Floor 

Covering 

Arctic Bear Plumbing, Heating 
& Air Conditioning

Barney & Dickenson 
Binghamton-Ithaca Express
Brian K. Mather Agency
Broome Bituminous Products
Brown & Brown Empire State
Burke Pest Control
Burr Truck & Trailer Sales
D’Arcangelo & Co.
Datum Alloys
Dr. Thomas H. Golebiewski, 

Chiropractor
Dry Creek Biomaxx
Exit Realty
F&F Construction
Feduke Ford
Feehan Group 
The French Family
Freshysites
Garland Gallery
Ms. Laurie Gialanella
Hank’s Clothing For Men & 

Women 
Healthwear Rental
J & R Upholstery Shoppe 
Logowise
Matthews Auto Group
Mcfarland Johnson
Murray’s Auto Service Center

Northeast Technologies
Northeastern Striping 

Corporation
Owego Harford Rail
Pamela Walling, Party Lite 

Consultant
Petcosky & Son Plumbing and 

Heating 
Regional Clinical Research
Rogers Service Group
Sall-Stearns
Scott Smith and Son
Ms. Kathy Sheehan
Sherriff and Mrs. Gary and 

Debbie Howard
Shrink Packaging Systems 

Corporation
Southern Tier Medi-Van
Subway
Superior Plus Energy Services
Taylor Garbage Service
The Computer Man
Tim Duffek Contracting
Tioga Hardwoods
Tioga State Investment Services
Wegmans
Weis
White Rose Day Spa
WICZ - FOX 40

20th Annual Pin Cr ushing Bowling TournamenT

ACHIEVE program 
participant, Tina Motsko, 

poses for a photo with her 
tournament medal.

ACHIEVE hosted the 20th Annual Pin Crushing 
Bowling Tournament on Saturday, March 21st at 
Midway Lanes in Vestal. More than 300 bowlers 
and spectators came out to support the event 
which raised more than $14,250 for ACHIEVE 
programs and services!

Mary Jo Thorn, Chief Executive Officer, proudly 
unveiled the tournaments new name prior to 
the start of bowling - the BOB WArNer PIN 
CruSHING CLASSIC!

Since the tournaments inception in 1995 Bob 
has been an instrumental piece to the success of 
the event, including bringing the tournament to 
fruition back when he was an Assemblyman, and 
coining the “Pin Crushing” name that we still use 
today. He is Chair of the planning committee, and 
is actively involved in all aspects of the tournament 
– he works hard to secure corporate sponsors and 
prizes for the basket raffles, helps to advertise the 
event and recruits teams to play, very generously 
donates the gas grill for the grand prize year after 
year, makes sure that there is pizza for all of the 
bowlers to enjoy, is at each and every tournament 
acting as the coveted emcee, and so much more. 
It’s safe to say that this tournament would not 
exist today without Bob. We sincerely thank him 
for all he has done and continues to do for the 
organization, and couldn’t think of a better way to 
honor his 20 years of service than to rename the 
tournament in his honor!

We would also like to say thank you to Assemblyman 
Clifford Crouch and Assemblyman Chris Friend 
for Co-Chairing the event this year, and to Laurie 
Gialanella from Assemblyman Crouch’s Office and 
Debbie Howard from Assemblyman Friend’s Office 
for volunteering their time and talents to the event.

Last but not least, we would like to say thank you to 
all of the bowlers, volunteers, corporate sponsors 
and supporters! Without you, this event would not 
be possible!

And of course, we would like to congratulate 
Trevor Erb who won the Grand Prize of having 
Assemblyman Clifford Crouch and Assemblyman 
Chris Friend barbeque for him and 30 of his friends 
on his new Gas Grill generously donated by 
Warner’s Gas Service!

Residents and staff from 
ACHIEVE’s Sunset Drive 
Residence pose for a 
photograph during the 
tournament.

For the second year in 
a row, the McFarland 
Johnson team are the 
reigning tournament 
champions!
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Written by Robyn Callaway, Sales and Marketing Manager

Country Valley Industries receives 
Frito Lay Award
Country Valley Industries is proud to announce that they are the 
recipient of the Frito Lay “Quality Level of Excellence” Award for 2014! 
The award was presented to CVI in recognition of the near perfect year 
they had in quality control. The CVI Frito Lay Production Team shipped 
out 2.9 million bags of snack chips with only one error resulting in 
being one bag short in a package!

Frito Lay presented the award to Country Valley Industries on 
Wednesday, March 4th at the annual Frito Lay Co-Packer conference 
held in Dallas, Texas. This is the second award that CVI has received 
in the past 5 years. In 2009 CVI was presented with the coveted Frito 
Lay “Contract Manufacturing Quality” Award, granted once a year to 
the top performing re-packer for Frito Lay who ranks the highest in 
Quality Control. 

CVI Manufacturing Manager, Duwayne Caroway, states, “This is a very 
big accomplishment for the team at CVI – to ship out that many bags 
and only ship one wrong bag shows our consistent commitment to 
quality.”

Mary Jo Thorn, ACHIEVE CEO, unveils the tournament name change 
and presents Bob Warner with a plaque prior to the start of the 20th 
Annual Pin Crushing Bowling Tournament.

Assemblyman Clifford Crouch presents Visions Federal Credit Union 
team member, Becky Barrett, with the women’s high score award  
following the tournament.

Bob Warner poses in front of the sign unveiling the tournament name 
change in his honor.

Pictured: CVI Frito Lay Production Team Members – Bruce Dumont, Jason Beck, Janet 
Shelton, Bob Fiala, Steven Tyler, Jackie Campbell, Norene Marean, Gordy Mosher, John 
Husnay, and Kristen Williams.

Country Valley Industries Sponsors 
Greater Binghamton Chamber of 
Commerce Small Business Council 
Luncheon
Country Valley Industries was pleased to sponsor another Greater 
Binghamton Chamber of Commerce Small Business Council Luncheon 
on February 12th, held at Remklik’s Grille & Oyster Bar on Lewis Street 
in Binghamton. Robyn Callaway, Sales and Marketing Manager for CVI 
and Nicole Leonard, Community Relations Coordinator for ACHIEVE, 
presented for more than forty business leaders, highlighting the many 
programs and services offered by ACHIEVE and CVI.

Pictured from left to right: Bruce Gerringer, Business Development Manager for 
SharpTech Solutions; John Polkowski, Commercial Sales for Ehrlich Pest Control; Robyn 
Callaway, Sales and Marketing Manager for CVI; Nicole Leonard, Community Relations 
Coordinator for ACHIEVE, and David Gouldin, Partner for Levene Gouldin & Thompson.

Interested in talking to someone more about what Country 
Valley Industries can do for your business?  Call Robyn 
Callaway, CVI Sales and Marketing Manager at 607.797.8160 
or send her an email at rcallaway@cvipackaging.com.
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